
largely around endemic fac-
tors and political, economic 
and security indicators at the 
domestic level. While ac-
counting for conflicts’ human 
impact and intensity, geopo-
litical and global security 
issues underpin the ACGRI’s 
methodological framework 
and definition of global rele-
vance. 

IISS Analysis  
(International Institute for 

Strategic Studies)   
September 2021  

https://www.iiss.org/publications/
armed-conflict-survey/2021/armed-

conflict-survey-2021   

 

An IISS flagship annual pub-
lication, The Armed Conflict 
Survey 2021 provides an in-
depth analysis of the global 
armed-conflict landscape in 
the period January 2020–
February 2021, covering driv-
ers, developments and trends 
in 34 active conflicts in the 
Americas, Europe and Eura-
sia, Middle East and North 
Africa, sub-Saharan Africa 
and Asia. 

The strategic analysis of con-
flict drivers at the domestic, 
regional and global levels is 
complemented by an in-
depth assessment of current 
developments and future 
trends, including political 
risks and potential hotspots 
to watch. In doing so, the 

book offers unique insights 
into the geopolitical and geo-
economic threads linking 
conflicts across regions and 
globally, providing forward-
looking information to meet 
the needs of policymakers, 
practitioners, academics and 
corporates operating in or 
near conflict-affected coun-
tries. 

Furthermore, to account 
for the increasing im-
portance of geopolitical 
factors in today’s com-
plex conflict landscape, 
The Armed Conflict Sur-
vey 2021 introduces an 
indicator of armed con-
flicts’ global relevance, 
combining measures of 
incidence and human 
impact with geopolitical 
impact. The Armed Con-
flict Global Relevance 
Indicator (ACGRI) inno-
vates from existing coun-
try-level measures of 
armed conflict and insta-
bility, which are built 

Global Economy and  
Development at Brookings  

Kemal Derviş  
and Sebastián Strauss   

2021  

https://www.brookings.edu/
research/global-governance-after-

covid-19/  

 

As the world begins to pivot 
from reacting to the pandem-
ic to planning for recovery, 
many policymakers have 
embraced the mantra, “build 
back better.” A multilateral 
architecture fit for the 21st 
century ought to prioritize 
the wellbeing of the worst-off 

and build a more robust and 
inclusive global system while 
respecting the legitimate de-
mands for policy autonomy. 
It should help prevent beggar
-thy-neighbor policies, facili-
tate the provision of global 
public goods, and help man-
age the global commons. And 
where appropriate, it should 
draw on the skills and re-
sources of a broad range of 
actors beyond the nation-
state, including cities, scien-
tists, civil society organiza-
tions, businesses, and labor, 
all of whom have important 
roles in global problem     
solving. 

The survey seeks to under-
stand how to chart a more 
effective and legitimate mul-
tilateral system amid height-
ened geopolitical tensions, 
with a particular focus on the 
often overlooked concerns, 
interests, and perspectives of 
the Global South. The hope is 
to determine whether funda-
mental agreements can be 
reached on some basic prin-
ciples to govern international 
cooperation in the coming 
decades toward equitable and 
sustainable economic, envi-
ronmental, and social out-
comes. 

Armed Conflict Survey 2021 

Global governance after COVID-19:  
Survey report  
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Special Issue of International Affairs on “Deglobalization?  
The Future of the Liberal International Order”  

Global Energy Review 2021   

International  
Energy Agency 
Summer 2021 

https://www.iea.org/reports/
global-energy-review-2021 

 

As the world enters a sec-
ond year of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the annual 
Global Energy Review as-
sesses the direction energy 
demand and carbon diox-
ide emissions are taking in 
2021. The latest statistical 
data and real-time analysis 
confirm our initial esti-
mates for 2020 energy de-
mand and CO2 emissions 
while providing insights 
into how economic activity 
and energy use are re-
bounding in countries 
around the world – and 
what this means for global 
emissions. 

The accelerating rollouts of 
Covid-19 vaccinations in 
many major economies and 
widespread fiscal responses 
to the economic crisis are 
boosting the outlook for 
economic growth and lead-
ing to a rebound in energy 
demand in 2021. The re-
port explores whether the 
rebound in activity risks 
pushing CO2 emissions to a 
new high and to what de-
gree new policies targeting 
a sustainable recovery are 
able to curb a rebound in 
emissions. 

The pace of global vaccine 
rollouts, the possible emer-
gence of new variants of the 
Covid-19 virus, and the size 
and effectiveness of eco-
nomic stimulus measures 
all represent major uncer-
tainties for the outlook. 

This analysis therefore not 
only charts a possible path 
for energy use and CO2 
emissions in 2021 but also 
highlights the many factors 
that could lead to differing 
outcomes. 

 Globalization, deglobalization 
and Great Power politics 

Challenging the liberal 
order: the US hegemon as 
a revisionist power 

How ‘making the world in 
its own liberal image’ 
made the West less liberal 

Emerging middle powers 
and the liberal interna-
tional order 

Europe’s far-right educa-
tional projects and their 
vision for the internation-
al order 

Two emerging interna-
tional orders? China and 
the United States 

States, interstitial organi-
zations and the prospects 
for liberal international 
order 

How Africa and China 
may shape UN peacekeep-
ing beyond the liberal 
international order 

Globalization, deglobali-
zation and human securi-
ty: the case of Myanmar 

The liberal international 
trading order (LITO) in an 
era of shifting capabilities 

Globalization/
deglobalization: lessons 
from liberal monetary 
orders 

Understanding the ‘crisis 
of the institution’ in the 
liberal trade order at the 
WTO 

Global health: an order 
struggling to keep up with 
globalization 

Globalization, interna-
tional mobility and the 
liberal international order 

Globalization, deglobali-
zation and knowledge 
production 

Globalization, deglobali-
zation and reglobaliza-
tion: adapting liberal in-
ternational order 

International Affairs,  
Vol. 97, No. 5  

September 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/ia/

issue/97/5 

 

For decades, globalization 
and the liberal internation-
al order evolved side by 
side. Recently, however, 
deglobalizing forces have 
been on the rise and the 
liberal international order 
has come to be increasingly 
beleaguered. The special 
issue ‘Deglobalization? The 
future of the liberal inter-
national order’ examines 
the interconnectedness of 
globalization and deglobal-
ization processes on the 
one hand and the trajectory 
of the liberal international 
order on the other.   

 

Titles of articles in this 
special issue are as follows:  

Globalization, deglobali-
zation and the liberal 
world order 

A I S S  B U L L E T T I N  
A T A S A R E N  B Ü L T E N İ  
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Foreign Policy Analysis,  
Volume 17, Issue 4 

May Darwich  
October 2021 

https://academic.oup.com/fpa/article/17/4/
orab030/6368362  

 

The study of armed non-state ac-
tors (ANSAs) has grown exponen-
tially in the last two decades. This 

article explores the foreign policy 
of ANSAs as a new empirical do-
main for foreign policy analysis 
(FPA) by drawing on various ex-
amples from the Middle East to 
show the merit of this area for 
novel empirical and theoretical 
studies. The article identifies the 
domain of ANSAs’ foreign policy 
showing how FPA research has so 
far remained state-centric and 

almost completely ignores ANSAs. 
While the external engagement of 
ANSAs were examined within the 
scholarship on civil wars, FPA can 
be adapted to provide systematic 
scholarly understanding of this 
phenomenon. Finally, the article 
explores how studying ANSAs ’ 
foreign policies can revitalize FPA 
and drive its agenda into new di-
rections. 

gence, law enforcement, and 
military response to the threat 
posed by al-Qaeda in particular 
and terrorism more broadly. 
This counterterrorism enter-
prise has been remarkably suc-
cessful from a tactical perspec-
tive, foiling attacks and disrupt-
ing terrorist networks. Terror-
ists today are far less likely to 
be able to carry out a spectacu-
lar attack like 9/11. From a stra-
tegic vantage point, however, 

The Washington Institute  
for Near East Policy  

Sarah Feuer and David Schenker  
3 October 2021 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/washington-and-next-arab-spring 

 

Over the past two decades, the 
United States has built a coun-
terterrorism bureaucracy to 
manage, resource, and opera-
tionalize the nation ’s intelli-

our twenty-year struggle against 
terrorism has been far less suc-
cessful given that many more 
people today are radicalized to 
violent extremism than in 2001, 
representing a more ideological-
ly diversified and globally dis-
persed terrorist threat.  

Consider that two decades after 
9/11, the U.S. government ’s da-
tabase of known or suspected 
terrorists “has grown by almost a 
factor of 20.”  

what drives regional states to de-
velop cruise-missile technology 
and what the potential implica-
tions of this are for regional sta-
bility.  

While both the proliferation and 
combat use of ballistic missiles in 
the Middle East have attracted a lot 
of attention, cruise missiles remain 
an often-overlooked regional prolif-
eration challenge. Once the exclu-
sive realm of the Middle East ’s sole 
nuclear power, Israel, the prolifera-
tion of cruise-missile systems has 
steadily picked up pace in the last 
two decades. Iran and Turkey have 
joined Israel in the club of nations 
developing and producing their own 

cruise missiles, with the United Ar-
ab Emirates (UAE) appearing to 
take first steps in this direction. 
Other countries, such as Algeria, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Ara-
bia, have already purchased cruise 
missiles from abroad or appear in-
tent on doing so in the near future. 
This trend is not limited to state 
actors, however. With strong tech-
nical and material support from 
Iran, Yemen’s Houthi rebels have 
employed cruise missiles in their 
ongoing missile and uninhabited 
aerial vehicle (UAV) campaign 
against the Saudi-led coalition.  

IISS Analysis  
(International Institute for Strategic 

Studies)   
September 2021 

https://www.iiss.org/blogs/research-
paper/2021/09/cruise-missiles-in-the-middle-

east  

 

Cruise missiles are an often-
overlooked and opaque regional 
proliferation challenge in the Mid-
dle East. This MDI paper provides 
a technical analysis of current na-
tional inventories and develop-
ment programmes in the Middle 
East. Considering these pro-
grammes, this paper also assesses 

Cruise missiles in the Middle East  

W a sh in gt on an d th e Nex t  Ar ab  Spr in g  
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The agonizing problem of Pakistan ’s nukes   

Brookings 
Marvin Kalb 

28 September 2021 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/
order-from-chaos/2021/09/28/the-

agonizing-problem-of-pakistans-
nukes/  

 

Since the American withdraw-
al from Afghanistan, geo-
strategic relationships on the 
Asian subcontinent have been 
undergoing important chang-
es. Pakistan has tilted its fu-
ture towards a closer relation-
ship with China, while its 
principal adversary, India, has 
tightened its ties to the United 
States, both of them sharing 
an already deep distrust of 

China. In this increasingly 
uneasy atmosphere, the U.S. 
remains concerned about Pa-
kistan’s nuclear stockpile fall-
ing into terrorist hands. If this 
seemed to be happening, the 
U.S. would feel the need to 
intervene militarily to stop it. 
Pakistan would likely turn to 

China for help, setting the 
stage for the U.S. and China, 
because of Pakistan’s nukes, 
to head towards a direct and 
possibly deadly confrontation 
which neither superpower 
wants or needs. 

In this report, the authors 
assess when, where, why, 
and how Iran conducts 
military interventions and 
identify key signposts of 
Iranian military interven-
tions that can be used as 
early warning indicators for 
U.S. military planners and 
that can guide decisions 
about the use of forces in 
the Middle East region. 
They identify the factors 
that are most likely to 
shape Iran's military inter-
vention decisions and ana-
lyze those factors as they 
relate to two detailed case 
studies: (1) Iran's involve-
ment in the ongoing Syrian 
civil war and (2) Iran's post
-2014 intervention in Iraq 
to counter the Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria. 

RAND Corparation 
(Research Report)  

Ariane M. Tabatabai, 
Nathan Chandler, 
Bryan Frederick, 

Jennifer Kavanagh  
2021 

https://www.ifri.org/en/
publications/notes-de-lifri/

russieneivisions/
adaptation-game-russia-

and-climate-change 

 

In recent years, Iran has 
risen as one of the most 
significant regional chal-
lenges faced by the United 
States, with Tehran's nucle-
ar and ballistic missile pro-
grams, support for terrorist 
groups and militias, cyber 
activities and influence 
operations, and military 
interventions in the region. 

The future of great-power 
competition and how it 
plays out in the Middle 
East, coupled with the re-
gional landscape, are im-
portant factors that will 
shape how Iran sees its 
military activities. Alt-
hough a move away from a 
period of greater U.S. pow-
er in the region would seem 
to provide fewer threats 
and more opportunities for 
Iran, the relations among 
Beijing, Moscow, and 
Washington and how they 
affect Iranian perceptions 
of the regional balance of 
power bear careful moni-
toring. 

A I S S  B U L L E T T I N  
A T A S A R E N  B Ü L T E N İ  

One Year After the Second Karabakh War, the U.S. 
Needs to Increase Engagement in the South Caucasus 

Iran’s Military Interventions:  
Patterns, Drivers, and Signposts  

The Heritage Foundation 
(Issue Brief)  
Luke Coffey 

1 October 2021 

https://www.heritage.org/europe/
report/one-year-after-the-second-

karabakh-war-the-us-needs-increase
-engagement-the-south  

 

Azerbaijan has restored its 
internationally recognized 

borders, and it will continue 
to be a regional economic 
leader in the South Cauca-
sus. Azerbaijan could serve 
as an important source of 
energy for Europe well into 
the future, giving Europe a 
viable alternative to Russian 
gas. Today, Azerbaijan is 
trying to maintain a balance 
between its relations with 
the West and Russia. Re-

gionally, Azerbaijan has 
sought to keep a balance 
between Russia and Iran 
while striving to preserve its 
autonomy or independence 
as much as possible. With 
great-power competition 
heating up around the globe, 
the U.S. needs to increase its 
engagement with Azerbai-
jan. 
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How Autocrats Manipulate Online 
Information: Putin’s and Xi’s Playbooks  

At a press conference in 2015, Barack 
Obama predicted that Russian inter-
vention in Syria would end in igno-
miny and Moscow would be “stuck in a 
quagmire.” Rather than repeat Ameri-
ca’s own tough experience in recent 
Middle Eastern wars, however, the 
Russian operation helped Syrian presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad seize the initia-
tive and recapture Aleppo. Since the 
9/11 attacks, major American wars in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya have all 
been strategic failures. During the 
same period, however, US rivals Rus-
sia and Iran achieved significant suc-
cess during campaigns in Georgia, 
Ukraine, Syria, and Iraq. Why does the 
United States lose, whereas Russia and 
Iran win? 

The answer does not lie with military 
spending, given the dramatic US ad-
vantage in defense budgets. Instead, 
the explanation is cultural. War today 

is primarily civil war, and when states 
intervene in foreign internal conflicts, 
cultural factors are a stronger predic-
tor of battlefield outcomes than mate-
rial resources. That puts the United 
States at a disadvantage for three rea-
sons. First, America’s idealistic domes-
tic culture encourages a crusading vi-
sion of war and unrealistic goals, 
whereas Russia’s and Iran’s domestic 
cultures spur a more pragmatic ap-
proach. Second, US military culture 
prioritizes conventional interstate war 
over intervention in foreign internal 
conflicts, whereas Russia and Iran 
have a broader view of the military’s 
mission. Third, Washington often in-
tervenes in distant countries where 
there is a chasm between American 
culture and the target state’s culture, 
while Russia and Iran usually inter-
vene in nearby countries where they 
enjoy extensive social, religious, and 
economic networks.  

The Washington Quarterly,  
Vol: 44, Issue: 3  
Dominic Tierney  

Fall 2021 

https://twq.elliott.gwu.edu/files/2019/03/
Tierney_TWQ_44-3.pdf  

Why the United States Is Losing—And Russia and Iran Are Winning  

is a critical theater. In this compe-
tition, Russia and China intention-
ally choose tools that give them 
the upper hand.  

In the political domain, Russia 
and China take advantage of per-
missive influence regimes, covertly 
funneling millions of dollars to 
political parties and civil society 
groups to sway policy decisions. 
They exploit democracies ’ visible 
domestic challenges—from ine-
quality to polarization—in the ser-
vice of deepening social divides. 
And they conduct cyberattacks 
against legislatures, businesses, 
media organizations, and other 
entities to cripple a target society 
or retaliate against those that 
would hold them accountable. In 
the economic domain, Russia de-

ploys corruption as an instrument 
of national strategy, transforming 
the grift that was once simply a 
routine feature of its own society 
into a weapon for subverting dem-
ocratic ones. Both regimes culti-
vate economic dependencies, make 
coercive investments, and deploy 
unfair trade practices as leverage. 
In the technology domain, China is 
investing significant resources 
into attaining an edge in global 
markets. As it does so, it is shap-
ing the standards for how new 
technologies will be developed and 
the norms that will govern how 
they will be used for decades to 
come, with potentially significant 
consequences for the rights to pri-
vacy and expression of individuals 
worldwide.  

The Washington Quarterly,  
Vol: 44, Issue: 3  
Jessica Brandt  

Fall 2021 

https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.gwu.edu/
dist/1/2181/files/2019/03/Brandt_TWQ_44-3.pdf  

Democracies are engaged in a 
broad, persistent asymmetric com-
petition with authoritarian chal-
lengers who seek to reshape the 
global order to suit their interests. 
The competition is playing out 
across multiple intersecting do-
mains, and the information space 

ghanista n r egar ding  th eir  po-
l i t i cal  inf luence a nd  p otentia l  
exert ion of  p ower.  In both th e  
Chinese and Russia n debat e,  
however ,  a longside tr iumphant  
comment s about  Wester n fai l-
ure,  ser ious concer ns about  the  
regiona l  security  s i tuat ion  are  
being voiced.  Wester n  act ors  
should seek  a  mor e nuanced  

understanding of  Bei j ing ’s  and 
Moscow ’s  p er spec t ives .  This  
could  also lea d t o opp ortuni-
t ies  for  cooperat ion that  would  
ser ve  to  stabi l i se  Centr al  As ia  
and  Afgha nistan.  In view of  th e  
intensi fying globa l  systemic  
r ivalr y ,  h owever ,  th e scope for  
cooperat ion  wi l l  r emain l im-
ited .  

Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 
Sabine Fischer and Angela Stanzel  

September 2021  

https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/
publication/afghanistan-the-west-fails-a-

win-for-china-and-russia  

 

Russia  and China  ar e seen a s  
the ma in  benefic iar ies  of  th e  
Wester n withdr awa l  fr om Af-
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Russia 's  M il i ta r y  Int er ve ntion s:   
Pa tt er n s,  Dr ive r s,  and  S ign post s   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

Fiona Hill  

November/December 2021 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/
articles/united-states/2021-09-27/

kremlins-strange-victory  

 
Donald Trump wanted his 
July 2018 meeting in Helsin-
ki with his Russian counter-
part, Vladimir Putin, to 
evoke memories of the mo-
mentous encounters that 
took place in the 1980s be-
tween U.S. President Ronald 

Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Those 
arms control summits had 
yielded the kind of iconic 
imagery that Trump loved: 
strong, serious men meeting 
in distant places to hash out 
the great issues of the day. 
What better way, in Trump’s 
view, to showcase his prow-
ess at the art of the deal?  

That was the kind of show 
Trump wanted to put on in 
Helsinki. What emerged 
instead was an altogether 
different sort of spectacle. 

lar) the 2015 intervention in 
Syria, Russia repeatedly sur-
prised U.S. policymakers 
with its willingness and abil-
ity to use its military to 
achieve its foreign policy 
objectives. 

Despite Russia's relatively 
small global economic foot-
print, it has engaged in more 
interventions than any other 
U.S. competitor since the 
end of the Cold War. In this 
report, the authors assess 
when, where, and why Rus-
sia conducts military inter-
ventions by analyzing the 25 
interventions that Russia has 
undertaken since 1991, in-
cluding detailed case studies 

of the 2008 Russia-Georgia 
War and Moscow's involve-
ment in the ongoing Syrian 
civil war. 

The authors suggest that Rus-
sia is most likely to intervene 
to prevent erosion of its influ-
ence in its neighborhood, 
particularly following a shock 
that portends such an erosion 
occurring rapidly. If there 
were to be a regime change in 
a core Russian regional ally, 
such as Belarus or Armenia, 
that brought to power a gov-
ernment hostile to Moscow's 
interests, it is possible (if not 
likely) that a military inter-
vention could ensue. 
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(Research Report)   

Samuel Charap, Edward 
Geist, Bryan Frederick,  
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Moscow's use of its military 
abroad in recent years has 
radically reshaped percep-
tions of Russia as an interna-
tional actor. With the 2014 
annexation of Crimea, the 
invasion of eastern Ukraine 
and sustainment of an insur-
gency there, and (in particu-
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Foreign Policy Analysis, 
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As the world moves away 
from the West-centered in-
ternational system, IR schol-
ars are increasingly turning 
their attention to substance 
and formation of national 

values. Using the case of 
Russia, we show how distinct 
schools of IR theory and for-
eign policy dominant in the 
country have come to recog-
nize the importance of na-
tional values as a lens 
through which to assess the 
country's means and goals of 
development. Each in its 
way, these schools—
Civilizationists, Statists, and 
Westernizers—have priori-
tized “the national” in the 

country's future. We explain 
Russia's turn to the national 
by stressing the country's 
ontological insecurity, the 
role of the Russian state, and 
Western actions that contrib-
ute to creating and exacer-
bating the conditions of on-
tological insecurity. The case 
of Russia has important im-
plications for understanding 
the role of national values in 
the formation of foreign poli-
cy and IR theory.  

The Kremlin’s Strange Victory: How Putin Exploits 
American Dysfunction and Fuels American Decline  
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local regimes, trying to enrich itself 
along the way. While Russian activism 
is part of a broader push for great pow-
er status, most of its policies are rooted 
more in opportunism than grand strat-
egy. 

Yet Russian influence is formidable in 
many respects. In war-wracked states 
like Syria and Libya, Moscow has 
adroitly deployed military forces and 
engaged with actors that are off-limits 
to Westerners, thus positioning itself 
as a significant power broker. In Egypt 
and Algeria, it has pursued arms deals 
that are unencumbered by human 
rights conditions. Russia’s economic 
footprint is expanding in fields ranging 
from infrastructure to tourism to ener-
gy, contributing, in some instances, to 

the region’s cronyism and corruption. 

At the same time, a closer look at Rus-
sian activism reveals that its ability to 
shape events in the Middle East is far 
more modest than is commonly as-
sumed. Russia has neither the tools 
nor the willingness to tackle the re-
gion’s deep-seated socioeconomic and 
governance problems. In Syria, the 
limits of the Kremlin’s military com-
mitment have been exposed amid 
clashes with other powerful, outside 
players and a hardening stalemate on 
the ground. For now, Moscow is simp-
ly not in a position to achieve its de-
sired military or political outcomes 
absent a significant investment of new 
resources. 
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Russia may be back in the Middle East, 
but is it a truly strategic player? The 
picture is decidedly mixed. After aban-
doning most of its presence in the Le-
vant and North Africa during the late 
1980s, the Kremlin has alarmed West-
ern policymakers in recent years by 
filling power vacuums and exploiting 
the missteps of the United States and 
the European states. Moscow panders 
to the insecurities and ambitions of 

Rea ss es sing  Rus sia n C a pa bil i t i es   
in  t h e  Le v a n t  an d N o rt h A f ric a  

systems. It is developing a new range 
of systems that can disrupt satellite 
operations and potentially attack satel-
lites in orbit. With the possible excep-
tion of electronic warfare, there is no 
evidence that these capabilities have 
been integrated into military opera-
tions. 

Russia has successfully integrated un-
manned vehicles into its military oper-
ations, but it is a long way from incor-
porating aerial and ground vehicle 
teaming for more effective battlefield 
management. In the near term, the 
unmanned ground vehicle testing 
space will help define how Russian 
ground forces could fight future wars, 
and whether such systems can function 
effectively with manned formations. At 
the same time, Russia’s ability to man-
ufacture and test deep-diving un-
manned underwater vehicles presents 
one of the greatest challenges to West-
ern and NATO forces. 

In artificial intelligence (AI)-based 
technologies, Moscow’s focus is on 
disrupting and destroying the adver-
sary’s command and control systems 
and communication capabilities, as 
well as on establishing information 
superiority during the initial period of 
war. If Russia manages to test these 
new technologies in near-operational 
and combat conditions, it could gain 
an edge in data collection for training 
more resilient AI algorithms as well as 
in human–machine teaming. NATO 
must therefore augment its cyber de-
fence, although technical solutions 
alone are unlikely to be sufficient in 

countering the psychological elements 
and societal effects of Russia’s AI-
enabled information warfare. 

For NATO, in addition to pursuing 
technologies central to 4IR (the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution, or Industry 
4.0), adapting and upgrading existing 
systems able to threaten the support-
ing infrastructure that enables Russia’s 
new capabilities might be one more 
cost-effective and efficient way of re-
sponding to new threats. In areas 
where the US and NATO already pos-
sess technological superiority, for in-
stance in autonomous systems or 
C4ISR (Command, Control, Communi-
cations, Computers, Intelligence, Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance), the 
focus should be on integrating and 
scaling these C4ISR capabilities 
throughout the alliance as well as 
hardening them to adversarial attacks. 

Chatham House 
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Russia has been incrementally inte-
grating novel force-multiplier technol-
ogies into established weapons sys-
tems, including nuclear and non-
nuclear strategic weapons and general-
purpose forces, as well as asymmetric 
non-military methods and means. 
These new systems have the potential 
to provide an advantage in time and 
space. Uncertainties remain, nonethe-
less, about Russia’s ability to keep up 
with the competition. 

The purpose of Russia’s recently an-
nounced five major nuclear-capable 
weapons programmes is to ensure 
Russia’s ability to penetrate US current 
and future missile defence systems and 
to guarantee a second-strike capability 
for the foreseeable future. The devel-
opment of sub-strategic superoruzhie 
(‘super weapons’) – such as the Kin-
zhal [Dagger] and Tsirkon [Zircon] – is 
driven by a sense of inferiority in con-
ventional weaponry. In all these pro-
grammes, Russian designers have 
shown an ability to identify shortcuts 
to innovation that are based on the 
creative adaptation of existing capabil-
ities. 

Russia is in the process of upgrading or 
replacing legacy Soviet military space 
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China’s enactment of the Anti-
foreign Sanctions Law and 
other legal instruments shows 
that Beijing can impose coun-
termeasures against a broad 
scope of foreign actions that it 
perceives as harming its inter-
ests. Nevertheless, the impact 
of China’s economic sanctions 
must not be overstated. 

the second is that China and the 
United States are heading for a 
new Cold War; and the third is 
that China and the United States 
will not descend into a new Cold 
War. Different views reflect dif-
ferent scholarly understandings 
of the essential properties of the 
Cold War concept. Fundamental-
ly, the two core features of the 
Cold War were ideological con-
frontation and proxy war. Con-
sidering that current US–China 
strategic competition is in the 
technological rather than ideo-
logical domain, and that neither 
side has instigated any proxy 
war; however, the phrase “new 
Cold War” is inappropriate; that 
of “Porous Curtain” is more apt. 
The ever-narrowing power gap 
between China and the United 
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International Politics,  
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Since the onset of the Corona-
virus Disease 2019(COVID-19) 
global pandemic, Sino–US stra-
tegic rivalry has dramatically 
heightened to a pitch where 
there is a mounting discussion 
over whether or not China and 
the United States have em-
barked on a “new Cold War.” 
There are three main views in 
this regard. The first is that Chi-
na and the United States have 
indeed entered a new Cold War; 

States has undoubtedly prompt-
ed the US government’s adop-
tion of a policy of blockade and 
containment to curb China’s 
rising power. However, the deep 
integration of the international 
system and historical inertia of 
US–China interaction preclude 
the US’s complete isolation 
from China. This has resulted in 
bilateral relations of a more 
porous nature. Although the 
future may not be promising, 
competition does not necessari-
ly lead to conflict. For this rea-
son, managing the bilateral 
competitive relationship and 
striving towards coexistence 
under competition should be 
the key task of both countries. 
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Technology cooperation has long 
constituted an important part in 
China’s bilateral engagement with 
Russia. In recent years, however, 
Sino-Russian technology coopera-
tion has seen a remarkable increase 

and both sides now view such inter-
action as a core dimension in the 
current and future development of 
the strategic partnership. This article 
examines the two countries’ techno-
logical collaboration, focusing in 
particular on China’s engagement 
with Russia in emerging technolo-
gies and strategic domains. The arti-
cle argues that three explanations 
account to explain closer engage-
ment from China: (i) intensified 
strategic competition with the USA, 
(ii) broader efforts to expand the 
overall trade and economic relation-

ship with Russia, and (iii) domestic 
regime security incentives. Overall, 
while there exist several challenges 
and obstacles, increased technology 
cooperation will continue to expand 
and also enhance the Sino-Russian 
strategic partnership. This does not 
mean that China and Russia will 
form a formal alliance, but technolo-
gy cooperation will constitute a criti-
cal component in their bilateral rela-
tionship, as it reduces their depend-
ence on Western technology, and 
further consolidates an already well-
grounded bilateral relationship. 

C h in a ’s  T e chn ology  C ooper at ion  w ith  Rus s ia :   
Ge opoli t ics ,  Econ om ics,  an d Re gim e S ecur it y   

Uighur demonstrations in Washington, DC, in a climate of Western objections to 

Chinese actions and opposite Chinese retaliation 

https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip21005-how-to-retaliate-against-a-bully-chinas-weaponisation-of-law-in-the-us-china-rivalry/#.YVLN97gzaUk
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip21005-how-to-retaliate-against-a-bully-chinas-weaponisation-of-law-in-the-us-china-rivalry/#.YVLN97gzaUk
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip21005-how-to-retaliate-against-a-bully-chinas-weaponisation-of-law-in-the-us-china-rivalry/#.YVLN97gzaUk
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip21005-how-to-retaliate-against-a-bully-chinas-weaponisation-of-law-in-the-us-china-rivalry/#.YVLN97gzaUk
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/idss/ip21005-how-to-retaliate-against-a-bully-chinas-weaponisation-of-law-in-the-us-china-rivalry/#.YVLN97gzaUk
https://academic.oup.com/cjip/article/14/3/321/6352223
https://academic.oup.com/cjip/article/14/3/321/6352223
https://academic.oup.com/cjip/article-abstract/14/3/447/6352583?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/cjip/article-abstract/14/3/447/6352583?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/cjip/article-abstract/14/3/447/6352583?redirectedFrom=fulltext


Xi J inping ’ s  Evergra nde Dilemm a    

P a g e  9  V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  3  

French Institute  
of International Relations 

Marc JULIENNE  
29 September 2021   

https://www.ifri.org/en/publications/editoriaux- 
de-lifri/lettre-centre-asie/aukus-rocks-boat- 

indo-pacific-and-its-not-good  

For anyone who still harbored doubts, 
Washington made crystal clear from the 
announcement of the new trilateral alli-
ance with Australia and the UK 
(AUKUS) that countering China is its 
number one priority, and that it will do 
whatever it takes to succeed. Much has 

been said about the consequences of 
AUKUS on the French-US relations, but 
the strategic implications for the Indo-
Pacific nations (including France), and 
for China especially, are also critical to 
consider. 
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Evergrande is one of the top-two real 
estate developers in a still highly frag-
mented Chinese sector. Its main strate-
gy is to achieve ever-increasing scale 
(rather than profitability) in order to 
move ahead of and crowd out commer-
cial competitors. It has also amassed 
the largest land reserves of all Chinese 
developers, which were financed 
through massive borrowings. By 2018, 
Evergrande held 822 pieces of undevel-
oped land in 228 cities, with a planned 
gross floor area of 3.28 billion square 
feet of new homes—the equivalent of 10 
percent of Germany’s entire housing 
stock. It paid $75 billion just for this 
undeveloped land. 

Although Evergrande’s market share is 
only around 4 percent, its borrowings 
stand out. Its current balance sheet 
liabilities amount to an estimated 2 
percent of China’s gross domestic 
product (GDP), while its off-balance-
sheet liabilities could be another 1 per-
cent of China’s GDP. This makes Ever-
grande the most indebted property 
developer in the world. 

Burdened by this debt, struggling to 
meet its debt interest and repayment 
obligations, and viable only if property 
asset values and sales continue to in-
crease, Evergrande faces possible fi-
nancial collapse—an event bound to 
have flow-on effects for the Chinese 
economy. However, the unusually high 
global interest in Evergrande has aris-
en because its woes are increasingly 
seen as symptomatic of those faced by 
the broader Chinese economy, which is 
struggling with enormous levels of 

indebtedness and overreliance on the 
real estate sector. 

Debt held by nonfinancial institutions in 
China increased from about 115 percent 
of GDP in 2010 to around 160 percent 
of GDP currently. This is the most rapid 
and largest increase in a 10-year period 
for any major economy and makes the 
level of debt held by Chinese nonfinan-
cial institutions one of the highest in the 
world. The real estate sector accounts 
for around 15 percent of GDP, while 
property services account for another 14 
percent—the highest in any developing 
economy. The share of the real estate 
sector as a proportion of GDP was only 
about 4 percent in 1997 and 9 percent in 
2008. Since 2008, up to a third of all 
domestic fixed investment has gone into 
real estate, and up to half of total na-
tional debt is linked to the real estate 
sector. . 
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Australia’s announcement that it 
would cancel its ‘deal of the century’ 

with France to build a flotilla of diesel
-electric submarines for its navy in 
favour of acquiring nuclear-powered 
‘boats’ (SSNs) with assistance from 
the United Kingdom and United 
States within the framework of a new 
regional security arrangement, AU-
KUS, sent seismic waves through the 
government and expert communities 
in the Indo-Pacific. Much attention 

has subsequently focused on the rea-
sons for Australia’s drastic change of 
course, the implications for the regional 
balance of power, and the prospect of 
nuclear-powered submarine technology 
proliferating further. But the bombshell 
also has ramifications for the future 
engagement of European states and the 
European Union in Indo-Pacific securi-
ty and defence. 
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The discussion of facial 
recognition technology 
(FRT) comes at a politically 
charged moment. Some of 
the concerns raised in the 

discussion of FRT are based 
on erroneous information. 
To address legitimate con-
cerns, the use of FRT must 
be demonstrably consistent 
with constitutional protec-
tions, and this requires 

clear guardrails—laws, 
rules, and policies—for the 
use of FRT. These guard-
rails are best developed by 
Congress to provide con-
sistent national rules.  

as the maritime transporta-
tion system (MTS), which 
is responsible for facilitat-
ing the safe transport of 
seafaring passengers and, 
critically, the vast majority 
of international trade. The 
efficient operation of the 
MTS is at risk, though, as 
the industry is increasingly 
vulnerable to cyber threats. 
In 2020, cyberattacks tar-
geting the MTS increased 
by 400 percent over the 
span of a few months1 Per-
haps no incident better 
illustrated the sector’s 
cyber vulnerability than 
when the MTS’s principal 
international governance 
body, the International 
Maritime Organization 
(IMO), suffered a 
“sophisticated cyberattack” 
that took down its web-
based services on Septem-
ber 30, 2020. 

Part of the challenge of 
MTS cybersecurity is the 
complex structure of the 
sector. A “system of sys-
tems,” the MTS is com-
posed of individual ships, 
ports and terminals, ship-
ping lines, shipbuilders, 
intermodal transport oper-
ators, cargo and passenger 
handlers, vessel traffic con-
trol, maritime administra-
tors, and more. Each sys-
tem has its own organiza-
tional peculiarities and 
dependencies. Moreover, 
regulation of the MTS is 
often indirect because of 
the interwoven nature of 
ship management, where 

many different states and 
entities might own, lease, 
sail, register, and crew one 
ship. 

To address this complexity 
and help stakeholders ad-
dress the cyber risks im-
pacting the MTS, this re-
port examines three key life 
cycles—the life of a ship, of 
a piece of cargo, and of the 
daily operations of a port—
to reveal patterns of threats 
and vulnerabilities. These 
life cycles help shed light 
on a globe-spanning cast of 
characters. Each life cycle 
highlights areas of concen-
trated risk and points of 
leverage against which pol-
icy makers and practition-
ers can collaborate to take 
action. 

Building on this analysis, 
the report offers twelve 
recommendations. 

All twelve of the recom-
mendations put forward by 
this report are important 
steps to improve the overall 
cybersecurity posture of the 
MTS. By prioritizing ac-
tions that are built upon 
more mature players, pro-
tocols, and relationships, 
this report aims to tackle 
low-hanging fruit before 
transitioning to challenging 
but no less important prob-
lems. By following this road 
map, hopefully, the MTS 
can work to raise the base-
line for cybersecurity and 
better protect its actors 
from systemic cyber threats  
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Few industries are as criti-
cal to the global economy 
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Why do modern states recruit legion-
naires—foreigners who are neither 
citizens nor subjects of the country 
whose military they serve? Rather 
than exclusively enlist citizens for sol-
diers, for the past two centuries states 
have mobilized legionnaires to help 
wage offensives, project power abroad, 
and suppress dissent. A supply-and-
demand argument explains why states 
recruit these troops, framing the 
choice to mobilize legionnaires as a 
function of political factors that con-
strain the government's leeway to re-
cruit domestically and its perceptions 
about the territorial threats it faces 
externally. A multimethod approach 
evaluates these claims, first by exam-
ining an original dataset of legionnaire 
recruitment from 1815 to 2020, then 
by employing congruence tests across 
World War II participants, and finally 

by conducting a detailed review of a 
hard test case for the argument—Nazi 
Germany. The prevalence of states’ 
recruitment of legionnaires calls for a 
reevaluation of existing narratives 
about the development of modern 
militaries and provides new insights 
into how states balance among the 
competing imperatives of identity, 
norms, and security. Legionnaire re-
cruitment also underscores the need to 
recalibrate existing methods of calcu-
lating net assessments and preparing 
for strategic surprise. Far from being 
bound to a state's citizenry or borders, 
the theory and evidence show how 
governments use legionnaires to but-
tress their military power and to engi-
neer rapid changes in the quality and 
quantity of the soldiers that they field. 

Ambassadors gathered information in 
many ways. Some were overt, others 
clandestine. The diplomats of 15th-
century Venice and Russia, for 
example, are renowned as being 
especially effective intelligence 
collectors.1 Over time, however, the 
professions of diplomacy and 
espionage diverged, and intelligence 
officers and diplomats understood the 
distinctions even when they interacted 

International Journal of Intelligence 
and CounterIntelligence,  

Volume 34, Issue 3  
John A. Gentry  

September  2021 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
full/10.1080/08850607.2020.1748993    

 

For centuries, the roles of diplomat 
and spy were closely linked. 

closely. Yet, even with foreign 
ministries firmly established in 
essentially all states, meaning 
professional diplomats are readily 
available, national political leaders 
recurrently choose to use intelligence 
officers for diplomatic purposes. 

formation of the United States’ foreign 
intelligence apparatus.  

Domestic origins are not simply a mat-
ter of where an agency is located or 
where its customers are (by that rea-
soning all U.S. foreign intelligence 
operations would have domestic ori-
gins). The significance of the FBI’s role 
in shaping foreign intelligence is its 
application of lessons learned from one 
unique operational environment—the 
domestic setting—and applied them to 
a nonanalogous environment abroad. 
The Bureau—and therefore its CIA 
successor, which directly inherited the 
SIS apparatus—relied on organizing 
principles (e.g., field offices) and oper-
ational concepts that the FBI first de-
veloped in combating domestic crimi-
nality. 

The purpose of this article is not to 
assign credit or blame for the efficacy 
or inefficiency of current practices. 

Rather, this article highlights the need 
to acknowledge the historical influ-
ences on government agencies’ devel-
opment. Unpacking these influences—
especially when they are overlooked 
because they do not conform to the 
accepted narrative—will help govern-
ment overseers to better assess the 
why, wherefore, and advisability of 
continuing business as usual.  

International Journal of Intelligence 
and CounterIntelligence,  

Volume 34, Issue 3  
Darren E. Tromblay 

September  2021 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
full/10.1080/08850607.2020.1798329   

 

The modern U.S. foreign intelligence 
apparatus is not sui generis. It is, in-
stead, the product of evolution both in 
the United States’ perceptions about 
its role in the world and in the bureau-
cratic architecture that Washington 
has established to contend with global 
developments that impact the home-
land. Although the accepted narrative 
of the Central Intelligence Agency’s 
(CIA)’s origin focuses on the Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS), and that or-
ganization’s operations abroad, there 
is another contributor—the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)—to the 

Inside Out: Domestic Origins of U.S. Foreign Intelligence  

Diplomatic Spying: How Useful Is It?  
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European migration and terrorism: humanitarian 
crisis, political rhetoric, or pragmatic policy? 

Conflict,  
Security & Development,  

Vol: 21, Issue :3  
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August 2021  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
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The security debate concern-
ing the recent wave of mi-
grants into Europe has been 
contentious. This article ex-
amines the impact of recent 
migration flows into Europe 
and assesses the veracity of 

political rhetoric that mi-
grants from Muslim states 
were reputedly responsible 
for the uptick in terrorist 
attacks. After conducting a 
series of quantitative tests 
that control for a variety of 
factors, we find little evi-
dence that the increase in 
the number of migrants cor-
responded to an increase in 
terrorism during the Europe-
an crisis. Our findings, 
therefore, contain important 
implications in terms of mi-
gration policy and counter-
terrorism tactics. 

threat posed by al-Qaeda in 
particular and terrorism 
more broadly. This counter-
terrorism enterprise has 
been remarkably successful 
from a tactical perspective, 
foiling attacks and disrupting 
terrorist networks. Terrorists 
today are far less likely to be 
able to carry out a spectacu-
lar attack like 9/11. From a 
strategic vantage point, how-
ever, our twenty-year strug-

gle against terrorism has been 
far less successful given that 
many more people today are 
radicalized to violent extrem-
ism than in 2001, represent-
ing a more ideologically diver-
sified and globally dispersed 
terrorist threat. Consider that 
two decades after 9/11, the 
U.S. government’s database of 
known or suspected terrorists 
“has grown by almost a factor 
of 20.” 

 
Matthew Levitt  

23 September 2021 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/
policy-analysis/transatlantic-

cooperation-countering-global-violent
-extremism  

Over the past two decades, 
the United States has built a 
counterterrorism bureaucracy 
to manage, resource, and 
operationalize the nation’s 
intelligence, law enforcement, 
and military response to the 

Journal of Global Security Studies  
Volume 6, Issue 4 
Sebastian Schmidt  

https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article-
abstract/6/4/ogab008/6178512?

redirectedFrom=fulltext  

 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion and the security commitment it 
entails are cornerstones of the cur-
rent international order. Despite this 
centrality, international relations 
scholarship is ill equipped to explain 
the origin of the American commit-
ment to Europe in the form of a 
long-term, peacetime military pres-
ence. At the time, this disposition of 

military forces represented a histori-
cally novel practice. The rational and 
norm-oriented logics of action that 
characterize much international 
relations theory explain cooperation 
as proceeding from a foundation of 
given interests. This perspective 
constrains the ability of analysts to 
make sense of the dynamic nature 
and potential creativity of coopera-
tive endeavors. Building on a prag-
matist understanding of action, this 
paper conceptualizes cooperation as 
a contingent process, characterized 
by the reciprocal relationship of 
means and ends, through which ac-
tors’ initially ambiguous interests 

become more concrete. The ends of 
cooperation emerge endogenously, 
and the potential for creativity is 
inherent in the process. This dynam-
ic resulted in the specific form of the 
American commitment to Europe. A 
pragmatist account foregrounds 
agency and in doing so draws atten-
tion to important developments that 
traditional analyses may overlook or 
assume in the effort to reconstruct a 
pre-existing structure of interests as 
the basis for cooperation. By under-
lining the processual cast of action, 
this paper also helps recontextualize 
institutionalization as one step with-
in a broader cooperative dynamic.  
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critical issues explored as part of a 
joint programme between the IISS 
and the Hanns Seidel Foundation. 

On 23 and 24 June 2021 the 
Hanns Seidel Foundation and the 
IISS held the fourth meeting of the 
High-Level Study Group on the 
Future Defence of Europe. While 
earlier sessions of the study group 
had focused on threat perceptions, 
military capabilities, the implica-
tions of intensifying great-power 
competition, and the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on European 
defence, the growing impact of 
climate change on defence and 
security was the focus of the first 
day’s discussion. The second day 
considered developments in space 
exploitation, and the challenges 
and opportunities this raises for 
defence and security. The follow-
ing paper draws on these discus-
sions and includes the key themes 
and topics that were raised. 

IISS Analysis (International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies)  

Douglas Barrie and Ben Barry  
September 2021 

https://www.iiss.org/blogs/
research-paper/2021/09/
emerging-challenges-for--

european-security-and-defence   

 

The challenges of climate change 
for the military and the security 
aspects of space are the latest 

Emerging Challenges for European Security and Defence  

of warming temperatures are already 
irreversible within the current genera-
tion’s lifetime. This means that over 
the next two decades, humans are 
bound to see an 
increase in direct 
environmental 
disasters, and an 
increase in social 
and political fall-
out after these 
natural disasters. 
Essentially, hu-
manity is at the 
brink of catastro-
phe and must 
stop pushing 
environmental 
boundaries or 
risk the humani-
tarian and fiscal 
costs of inaction. 

Atlantic Council 
Kiran S. Jivnani and Inkoo Kang 

1 October 2021 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/geotech-
cues/building-smarter-military-bases-for-climate-

resilient-communities/   

 

For years, climate change has been 
considered one of the most serious 
threats to U.S. national security and 
humanity at large. Thus, there is little 
doubt that a rapidly shifting environ-
ment will continue to shape the geopo-
litical landscape. In fact, according to 
the latest version of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report, even under the lowest 
emissions scenarios, a 1.5-degree 
warming (compared to pre-industrial 
temperatures) or worse over the next 
two decades is “more likely than not” 
before the planet can begin to recover. 
Some environmental changes courtesy 

CESifo Forum 05/2021: Winners and Losers of Energy  
and Climate Policy – How Can the Costs Be Redistributed?  

İfo Institute – Center  
for Economic Studies 

September 2021 

https://www.cesifo.org/en/publikationen/2021/
journal-complete-issue/cesifo-forum-052021-

winners-and-losers-energy-and-climate   

 

Achieving climate policy goals requires 
comprehensive measures to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, particularly 
in the energy and transport sectors. 
There are different ways to achieve the 
goals. Depending on which one policy-
makers choose, countries, industries or 
population groups will have to shoul-
der costs of the realignment. Who 
should bear more and who less of the 
burden? This edition of the CESifo 
Forum examines this critical and com-

plex issue in the EU, the US, and in the 
low- and middle-income economies of 
the world. The authors also discuss 
ways how more socially-balanced and 
better politically-feasible energy and 
climate policies can be developed and 
implemented. 

Focus: Winners and Losers of Energy 
and Climate Policy − How Can the 
Costs Be Redistributed? 

Assessing the Distributional Effects of 
the European Green Deal 

Carbon Pricing and Revenue Recy-
cling: An Overview of Vertical and Hor-
izontal Equity Effects for Germany 

The Intertemporal Distribution of Cli-
mate Policy Burdens and the Decision 
of the German Constitutional Court 1c 

Net Burdens of Carbon Policy Vary 

within Each Income Group – and with-
in Each Nation 

Distributional Impacts of Carbon Pricing in 
Low- and Middle-Income Countries 

Research Report 

Brexit and European Finance: Pro-
longed Limbo 

Government Interventions during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic – A Critical 
Consideration 

Reform Model 

Refugee Education 4.0: The Potential and 
Pitfalls of EdTech for Refugee Education 

Dice Data Analysis 

Covid-19: Reinforcing Gender Gaps? 

Macro Data Insights 

Statistics Update 

Damage caused by Hurricane Michael is  

seen on Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida, US,  

16 October 2018. 
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In recent decades international 
and domestic counterterrorism 
(CT) measures have addressed 
ever broader forms of support 
to terrorist acts and groups 
designated as terrorist. When 
these measures apply in armed 
conflict there is a real risk that 
they can impede the operations 
of humanitarian organizations. 
Country-specific sanctions can 
raise similar problems. 

Challenges arise as a direct re-
sult of the restrictions them-
selves, their incorporation in 
funding agreements and their 
cascading effects, as commer-
cial actors that provide services 
necessary for humanitarian 
operations – such as banks, 
insurers and commodity pro-
viders – restrict the services 
they are willing to provide. 

The problems are not new, but 
the COVID-19 pandemic has led 
to greater scrutiny of the impact 
of sanctions. Greater awareness 
is beginning to lead to some 

encouraging developments in 
the inclusion of safeguards for 
humanitarian operations. 

Security Council CT measures 
and country-specific sanctions 
are beginning to include bind-
ing demands to member states 
to ensure that the measures 
they take to give effect to them 
comply with international hu-
manitarian law (IHL). 

Similarly, new domestic CT 
legislation adopted by a number 

of states has included safeguards 
for humanitarian action. 

From the perspective of humani-
tarian organizations, all re-
strictions in sanctions should 
include express exceptions for 
humanitarian action. Until that 
goal is attained, solutions need to 
be sought in a more calibrated 
manner, addressing the tensions 
on a context-by-context and re-
striction-by-restriction basis. 

 

victims during armed con-
flicts continue to be relevant 
for peace operations and 
post-conflict peacebuilding. 
This includes guiding princi-
ples and effective measures 
of control for operational 
detentions; law enforcement 
operations to secure the se-
curity and safety of peace-
keepers; the protection of the 
environment and efforts to 
strengthen the role of States 
and international organiza-
tions as well as their ac-
countability in post-conflict 
reconstruction. The author 
demonstrates that jus post 
bellum requires due dili-
gence during military opera-
tions, responsible planning 
and precautions. He submits 
that post-conflict peace-

Journal of Conflict and Security 
Law, Volume 26, Issue 2, 

Dieter Fleck 
Summer 2021 

https://academic.oup.com/jcsl/article-
abstract/26/2/289/6255446?

redirectedFrom=fulltext   

 

Focussing on the interplay be-
tween rules of international law 
applicable in peacetime and 
rules applicable during armed 
conflicts, this contribution ex-
amines the impact on the jus 
post bellum. In this context 
certain specific legal obligations 
are discussed to answer the 
question whether and if so, how 
their application post-conflict 
may be affected by the peace-
building process after the 
(former) armed conflict. Essen-
tial norms of the protection of 

building should be characterized 
by pragmatic limitation, concilia-
tion and participation of the par-
ties. This suggests certain devia-
tions from peacetime principles 
and rules, deviations that may 
include certain limits of protec-
tion which will, however, be bal-
anced out by the temporary na-
ture of peacebuilding measures. 
While such interplay between the 
different branches of internation-
al law remains subject to chang-
ing situations, a few general prin-
ciples are considered to be rele-
vant for the jus post bellum. Even 
if codification remains difficult, 
further case-oriented research is 
encouraged to confirm general 
principles and rules of this im-
portant branch of international 
law.  

A I S S  B U L L E T T I N  
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The Interplay Between ‘Peacetime’ Law and the Law of Armed 
Conflict: Consequences for Post-Conflict Peacebuilding  
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Improving America’s Long-Term  
Military Recruiting Outlook  

civil–military relations and military 
decision-making, this article develops 
a novel conceptual typology of individ-
ual-level disobedience in military or-
ganizations. Drawing on dozens of 
diverse examples, it shows how such 
resistance is best categorized into four 
broad types: defiance, refinement, 
grudging obedience, and exit. Further, 
it demonstrates the advantages of 
adopting this typology. In particular, it 
highlights how military disobedience 
can be either disloyal or loyal; disobe-
dience can be productive by fostering 
innovation, adaptability, or cohesion in 
military organizations. In addition to 
providing new variables for research 
on military politics, this typology also 
points to underexplored linkages be-
tween behaviors that have so far been 
studied separately, such as desertion, 
surrender, and mutiny. 

Journal of Global Security Studies,  
Volume 6, Issue 4   

 Eric Hundman 
December 2021 

https://academic.oup.com/jogss/article-
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Disobedience among military personnel 
is common and can be highly conse-
quential, given the military's centrality 
to the conduct of foreign policy and war. 
Despite this, scholars of international 
affairs typically assume that subordi-
nates in the military obey their orders. 
While scholarship on military politics 
acknowledges the prevalence of disobe-
dience, it focuses on group-level forms of 
resistance and characterizes all such 
behavior as undesirable. Both of these 
analytical choices obscure the fact that 
individuals in the military can respond 
to orders they do not like in any number 
of ways. Building on existing work on 

The Diversity of Disobedience in Military Organizations  

some cases missing them. Moreover, 
based on observable trends, it is going 
to become even more difficult. Every 
factor that is predictive of future 
recruiting success is trending 
negatively. Other developed countries 
are already experiencing recruiting 
crises. The Pentagon spends a 
considerable amount of time and 
money trying to anticipate what our 
adversaries are doing and what types 

of equipment our military should buy 
in response. A similar level of effort 
should be applied to ensuring that the 
U.S. military has the necessary 
manpower. Before this situation 
becomes a full-blown crisis, Congress 
and the executive branch should begin 
now to address what promises to be an 
increasingly challenging future. 

The Heritage Foundation 
(Backgrounder)   
Thomas Spoehr  
5 October 2021 

https://www.heritage.org/defense/report/
improving-americas-long-term-military-

recruiting-outlook   

 

Military recruiting is difficult. Services 
struggle to meet their requirements, in 

Since the 2010s, hypersonic systems 
have cropped up with increasing fre-
quency both in the general media and 
the specialized press. As they are capa-
ble of maneuvering at speeds higher 
than five times the speed of sound 
(Mach 5, or more than 6,000 km/h), 
they represent a variety of types and 
missions. They are above all becoming 

symbols of power for the States design-
ing and implementing them, even 
though this leads to the risk of rekin-
dling an arms race. The purpose of this 
document is to shed light on how they 
function, ongoing projects, but also 
their political uses and the strategic 
challenges that are involved.  

French Institute of  
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